Accessibility Plan
Mandeville School
 

Introduction 
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Mandeville School is an exceptional primary school which educates 188 pupils (174 Rec-Yr. 6 and 14 nursery) with a range of additional needs including, severe and profound learning difficulties, complex heath needs, autism and sensory processing difficulties. Mandeville has two sites; the majority of the children are educated on the main site and group of 24 Rec/Year 1 children are educated at the satellite provision which is on the grounds of a mainstream school. 

School age pupils are referred by the LA SEND Panel and have an EHCP on entry to school, except some pupils who are on an assessment placement and nursery pupils awaiting their Education Health and Care Plan. 

The majority of pupils come from the London Borough of Ealing with a small percentage coming from surrounding boroughs. Some pupils are in temporary accommodation and whilst education remains at an Ealing school they may live out of borough. 

· 66.1% of pupils are from ethnic minority groups compared to a national average of 34.5%  
· 22.7% of pupils are from an African ethnic background 
· 65% pupils have a first language other than English compared to a national average of 19.5% 
· 34.9% of pupils are eligible for free school meals compared to a national average of 27.6% 
· 0.5% of pupils are Asylum seekers 
· School deprivation indicator is between 30.9% and 42% (depending on neighbourhood)  compared to a national average of 29%
· 1.5%  of pupils are Looked After Children
· 24.3% of pupils are girls 

We believe that this Accessibility Plan is compliant with current legislation and requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting on progress of the Accessibility Plan over a 3 year period. 

Our school values are the driving force behind everything we do, they inform our attitudes behaviour and actions and decision making. 
Enabling learners and creating opportunities for them to explore what’s possible
Empowering learners to communicate so that they influence the world around them
Engaging learners through motivating and creative approaches to teaching and learning
Inspiring learners to be the best they can be
Nurturing learners so they feel safe and secure, they can grow as individuals and build their relationships with others

In a safe, secure and nurturing environment, every pupil can enjoy learning and achieve.
Access and School Policy and Procedures 

We adhere to Equality Act of 2010 throughout all our policies and practise to ensure pupils access learning and the school environment. 

Access to the Curriculum 

The Mandeville School Curriculum is designed to meet the complex needs of our pupils. Every pupil has an Individual Education Plan (IEP). The learning outcomes set in the IEP are informed by two key factors: the pupil’s Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and the individual progress made in the Mandeville Curriculum. 

The Mandeville developmental curriculum and assessment tool covers the four areas of needs as set out in the SEND Code of Practice and 5 aspects of the EYFS (communication and language, physical development, personal social and emotional, literacy and mathematics). It’s a responsive curriculum that enables teachers to adapt learning to meet the child’s needs. It covers the early stages of childhood development from encounter, respond recognise, engage (Mandeville 1) and I can statements (Mandeville 2). Our assessment tool details every child’s learning profile and it is a guide for next steps to learning. It ensures that learning takes place across all areas of development so that the child has a deeper understanding and is able to adapt their learning to different situations. The curriculum supports the development of long term memory. 

The curriculum offer also includes the planning and delivery of the EYFS learning areas; understanding the world (science, past and present, people and their communities) and Expressive arts and design (music, art and drama) to ensure breath and balance, therefore covers 7 areas in total.

Every pupil has a tracking sheet indicating how they are progressing through the Mandeville Curriculum. The tracker also highlights areas requiring additional support. Progress in every area of learning is continually assessed and recorded; progress-focused termly discussions take place between the teacher and a member of the senior leadership team. 

Pupils who are working at a pre subject-specific level are assessed according to their ‘engagement’ with each learning outcome. Consideration of engagement includes responsiveness, curiosity, investigation, discovery, anticipation, initiation and persistence. For each learning outcome we consider which of these areas of engagement is most appropriate to measure. 
Pupils working beyond engagement are assessed against Pre Key Stage Standards. The Mandeville curriculum incorporates the Pre Key standards for Reading writing and Maths.  This allows us to show a pupil's progress within each standard as well as being able to state which Standard a pupil has achieved​.

We ensure all pupils can access learning and adaptations to equipment and activities are made to fulfil this aim. Many pupils require a multi-disciplinary assessment for the provision of specialist equipment which supports their health needs and allows access to learning. Lessons are differentiated and take account of individual learning difficulties. Adults are clear about the learning objectives of the lesson, class and individuals. Adults know how to move the pupils learning on and provide graded prompting and challenge to enable them to succeed as independently as possible. 

Good communication is supported by the use of signing, symbols and low and high tech communication aids (Alternative and Augmentative Communication (AAC) devices). All pupils have access to appropriate computer technology. Specialised technology such as the Eye Gaze computer and Smart Platform are used to provide access for pupils who have complex physical needs, this allows them to overcome barriers to learning. A referral for an assessment at specialist centre for communication and technology is made when appropriate. A speech and language therapy team work together with the senior team, class team, parents and pupils to drive standards. 

A full time medical practitioner and part time physiotherapists and occupational therapists work alongside staff and parents to ensure that we meet the physical needs of our pupils. We use adapted curriculum materials and sensory approaches for children’s sensory impairments. Both the Teacher Advisory Service for hearing and visual impairment visit regularly to help us ensure pupils can access learning materials and experiences. 

Our minibuses are designed to take wheel chairs to ensure no child misses out on school activities that take place off site. As a school we encourage independence in our pupils and strive to ensure that they experience full and rewarding lives. 

The school will continue to seek and follow the advice of LA services, such as specialist teacher advisers, health professionals, School Improvement Partner and peer review, to ensure barriers to learning are reduced and enable pupils to reach their full potential. 

Access to the School Environment 

The main building was purpose built in 2008 and further expansion in 2015 has led to excellent facilities that support the school’s vision to develop a culture of innovative practice based on sound research. Involvement at the design phase has led to bespoke learning environments such as the Small Earth outdoor learning area, adventure room, light and sound installation, sensory room and sensory integration room. For a full list of specialist provision please see appendix 1.

The satellite building is situated on the grounds of Oldfield Primary School. It was redesigned to meet the needs of reception and year 1 pupils who have autism, sensory processing needs and severe learning difficulties.  It consists of three class bases, each with a calm space to allow the children to regulate. A sensory room and mixed use room and outdoor paly spaces further enhance the enabling learning environment. Access to the mainstream facilities allows for subjects like PE to be delivered in a large purpose built space. 

The school is fully accessible for all pupils, staff and visitors. 


Access to Information 

All information issued by the school aims to be user friendly. Newsletters and letters incorporate photographs. Makaton signing and symbols (Communication in Print) are used throughout the school to support the pupils’ communication, reading and understanding. Parents and supporting professionals take part in signing workshops led by school staff qualified as Makaton trainers. 

For a child with a visual and hearing impairment we receive support from Ealing SENSS Team.  
 
The recently reconstructed website takes into account accessibility in both its design format and the format of fonts and colours.

The school will make itself aware of local services, including those provided through the LA, for providing information in alternative formats when required or requested. 

Parents have access to information about what their child is learning in the classroom through the Seesaw App. This allows for written information, photos and videos to be shared between home and school. 

Pupils have access to remote learning or resources when it is necessary for them to isolate from school due to Covid 19 or reduced staffing numbers during the pandemic. 

School Access Planning 

1. Develop 5 learning pathways to reflect provision, curriculum and approaches for each descriptor (A-E)
2. Medical needs in school – review education and health roles to support the complex medical needs of children and maximise access to the curriculum 
3. Develop satellite site as a model for SEND provision and practice that can be adopted by mainstream schools

Associated policies and plans 

This plan should be read in conjunction with other relevant documents including: 
Equality Policy 
SEN Information Report
Annual Maintenance Plan
Local Offer

Date approved by the Governing Body: January 2025
Date for policy review: Spring 2027



