Understanding the world and science


Rationale
Teaching Understanding the World at Mandeville gives children a greater understanding and experience of self and of the world around them. Children have a natural curiosity to explore and experiment. UW strengthens thinking and problem-solving skills. All aspects of engagement are developed though the teaching of Understanding the world: Exploration, Realisation, Anticipation, Persistence and Initiation.
Children gain a deeper understanding of themselves and the world around them.

EYFS statutory framework Nov 2024
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension

Aim
Children develop an understanding and gain skills in each aspect of the EYFS Understanding the World. 
· Past and Present
· People Cultures and Communities
· The World – Mandeville Science
A cross curricular approach to learning is applied to Past and Present and People Cultures and Communities. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Pupils’ individual outcomes for the Curriculum areas of Communication and Language, Personal Social and Emotional are weaved into the planned experiences. We encourage children to be curious and inquisitive and develop their problem solving and engagement skills in a playful and functional way. 

The World, has a focus of Science. Science lessons are planned and delivered through class sessions, small group workshops, outdoor learning activities, special events and community visits.  There are clear links for Science with the Mandeville Curriculums of - Physical development, Personal social and emotional development and Maths.





	Past and Present
	People culture and communities
	Science – The World

	
Aspects of learning
1. The lives of the people around them and their roles in society
2. Similarities and differences between things in the past and now
3. Understand the past 



Approaches The following approaches support learning of the concepts of past and present

· Object permanence – maths link
· Now and next
· Transition visits – new classes / school
· Days of the week
· Seasons 
· Same and different








Curriculum partners:
· The Wallace collection
· M & M Theatrical Productions Ltd.


	
Aspects of learning
1. The immediate environment 
2. Similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country
3. Similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries



Approaches

· Diversity cross group lessons.
· The following cultural celebrations are part of the curriculum.
They are taught in classes and then celebrated with parents at a whole school assembly
· International week
· Black Heritage
· Diwali
· Eid
· Chinese New year
· Christmas
· Specific links to the Mandeville Curriculum PSED - Life in the Community- School environment and Wider community 

Curriculum partners:
· Big soup share – RHS campaign. 
· Ealing Fire station
	
Aspects of learning
1. Forces push and pull
2. Hot and cold
3. Floating and sinking
4. Planting and growing
5. Our body
6. Connecting senses – Colour Light and dark


Approaches

Forces push and pull
Gross motor skills – PE lessons
Rebound therapy
Swimming
Bike skills
Climbing, sliding and spinning in outdoor learning
Parachute games
Bowling games
Professor Bubble works
Hot and cold
Cooking
Food exploration
Sensory tuff trays
Floating and sinking
Exploratory play using tuff trays
Attention autism – Gina Davies
Planting and growing
Outdoor learning
Caterpillar to butterfly kits
Our body
Mirror play
Sensory integration.
YR 5 and 6 body changing groups
Connecting senses – Colour Light and dark
Attention autism – Gina Davies
Messy play
Write dance
Sensory room and multi-sensory activities

Curriculum partners:
· Professor Bubble works
· Hatching chicks
· Farm visit – Appreciating animals, animal farm
· Harrow BMX Centre
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UW links to the 2 year Curriculum topic cycle:

	Science
                                
	Past and Present 
People and Communities

	EYFS and KS1
	KS2

	Our body
	Past and Present

People culture and communities

	Me and my Family

	H
a
l
f
T
e
r
m
	My Community And Celebrations
	Me In My Community 


	Connecting senses – Colour Light and dark
	People culture and communities

	Colour

	Colours of the World


	Hot and cold
	People culture and communities

	The Seaside

	Holidays

	Our body
	Past and Present

People culture and communities

	Me and my Family

	H
a
l
f
T
e
r
m

	My Community And Celebrations
	Weather


	Planting and Growing
	
	Nature
	Animals

	Forces push/pull
Floating / sinking
	Past and Present

People culture and communities
	Travel and Movement

	Travel and Safety





Science lessons are planned for and taught. 
There are specific links to Mandeville Curriculum Physical development, Personal Social and Emotional development and Maths

	Science
	Cross curricular links with the Mandeville Curriculum
	Key words

	Our body
	Physical Development 1 Health and managing self-care. Undressing-page 1 Dressing – page 3 Washing and showering- page5 Teeth and hair brushing – page 7 Eating and drinking – page 8 Personal care in the bathroom- page 10
PSED 1 Self-awareness Self-Regulation Managing Self Body awareness – page 4
Mirror play – page 5 Awareness of gender and privacy – page 7 Managing feelings and behaviour – page 8
PSED 2 Self-Confidence and self-awareness Body awareness – page 4 Awareness of own gender/privacy – page 5 Develop an awareness of self – page 8 Undertake tasks of responsibility – page 9
	legs arms hands feet tummy head
fingers toes hair eyes ears nose mouth teeth

	Connecting senses – Colour
Light and dark
	Maths 1  Number Responds to objects – page 1 Visual Exploration – page 2 Tracking – page 3	
Maths 1 Using and Applying Cause and effect – page 9
Maths 2 Using and Applying Colours – page 13 Colour mixing – page 13
	night day
red blue yellow 
look hear touch 

	Hot and cold
	Maths 2 Using and Applying. Same and different – page 15
	hot cold
sun rain wind snow

	Planting and growing

	PSED 1 Self-awareness Self-Regulation Managing Self Body awareness – page 4 Mirror play – page 5 Awareness of gender and privacy – page 7 
PSED 2 Self-Confidence and self-awareness Body awareness – page 4 Awareness of own gender/privacy – page 5 Develop an awareness of self – page 8 
	flower
caterpillar butterfly
bird fish
farm animals and
animals from around the world.

	Forces push and pull

	Maths 1 Shape Space and measure Object play – page 6
Maths 2 Shape Space and Measure Position and Movement – page 8
Maths 2 Using and Applying Construction & Functional Use of Objects in Role Play (Brick play / Blowing objects / Ball play / sand and water play) – page 17
Physical Development 2 Games – Gross motor. Forces – page 23 Positional Language – page 25
	push pull
soft hard
in out
fast slow

	Floating and sinking

	Maths 2 Using and Applying. Same and different – page 15

	water
heavy light
wet dry
big small
up down




	Teaching approaches include:

	· Sensory/exploratory play
· Technology – eye gaze, switch operated toys, sensory rooms, dark dens.
· ICT games - clever touch
· Attention autism
· Outdoor learning
· Play skills including – people play, object play and imaginary play
· Cooking
· Shopping at local markets and shops. 
· Community visits or special events – Hatching chicks, farm visits, fire brigade visit.

	· Tuff tray – small world & natural textures
· Floor play
· Life skills e.g. sorting socks, setting up snack time.
· Tidy up time/routine and set up/chores - sorting and organising.
· Messy play activities – see how materials change
· Stories
· Swimming and water play activities – floating and sinking; heavy and light
· Drama games nursery rhymes.
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