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1. The objective of phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching beginning readers to match letters and sounds. By associating letters with sounds, phonics helps people hear and say the words they’re seeing on the page. (https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/phonics). 

According to research published by the Government (Research evidence on reading for pleasure Education standards research team May 2012), promoting reading for pleasure and interest in books has beneficial effects on welfare and attainment of pupils. Some of these benefits – such as the positive impact on pupils’ social and emotional development, breadth of vocabulary, community participation and academic attainment (Clark and Rumbold, 2006)– seem to be particularly important for pupils with Severe and Profound Learning Difficulties and Autism.

The aim of this policy is to ensure a consistent, whole school approach to teaching and learning of phonics across Mandeville School. The principle objective of teaching and learning of phonics is to enable all children to access reading at an emotional age and a level appropriate to interest and developmental level via:
· Consistency in approach to teaching phonics throughout EYFS and KS1 and KS2;
· Cross-curricular planning and assessment;
· Systematic, interactive and investigative teaching that promotes reading for pleasure and reading-comprehension;
· Sharing good practice across the school;
· Discreet application of phonics in all curriculum areas;




2. The curriculum

Mandeville school is using the phonics curriculum of Letters and Sounds and Jolly Phonics programmes. We are currently working to create our own approach to teaching phonics to children with severe and profound learning disabilities.
Additionally, we promote reading for pleasure and practice reading-comprehension skills through the use of sensory stories, big story books and Oxford Tree Reading Scheme. 
We are also teaching positive attitude to reading by organizing reading corners in the classrooms, structured reading sessions in our school library and trips to Horsenden School Library and the local Library.

3. Cross-curricular links

Teaching phonics incorporates different areas of the EYFS curriculum, such as:
· Communication and Language (e.g. see it and say it part of a phonics session, verbal imitation programmes, sound lotto activities, etc.);
· Personal Social Emotional Development (e.g. visits to Horsenden Library, structured play sessions, pre-writing sensory play, phonics groups at Wembley, etc.);
· Expressive Arts Development (Drama sessions, Music/choir sessions, Nursery rhymes, Art sessions - mark making)
· Physical Development (actions songs, 
· Literacy (reading and writing sessions, individual ABA programmes – including reading, writing and communication, etc.);

4. The planning and teaching of phonics

Types of planning:
Phonics groups planning
Planning of individual learning programmes (work box programmes)
SLT, HI and OT programmes
Medium term class planning including some or all of the following (depending on the emotional age and ability of the pupils):
· Phonics sessions
· Writing and pre-writing sessions
· Library and story time sessions
· Self- occupancy
· Structured play sessions (including sensory rooms sessions)
· Communication sessions
· Music, drama, and Art sessions
· Self-occupation, structured play and sensory play sessions























Differentiation - teaching different phases of phonics according to ability and emotional age:
	
	Pupils on Mandeville Curriculum 1  
	Pupils on Mandeville Curriculum 2 (subject specific) (former P4 – P5)
	Pupils on Mandeville Curriculum 2 (former P6-P8)

	Phase
	Phase 1 
Pupils will have opportunities to experience activities relating to environmental sounds,  instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds, and oral blending and segmenting
	Phase 1
Pupils will actively participate in activities relating to environmental sounds,  instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds, and oral blending and segmenting
	Elements of phase 2
Pupils will have opportunities to experience activities relating to:
Letter-sound correspondence (recognition and recall);
Blending and segmenting
Recognizing high frequency (tricky) words
Letter formation
	Phase 1
Pupils will actively participate in activities relating to environmental sounds,  instrumental sounds, body percussion, rhythm and rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds, and oral blending and segmenting
	Phases 2 – 6*
Pupils will actively participate in activities relating to Phases 2-6.

	Level of engagement/progress
	Pupils will demonstrate interest through:
Responsiveness
Curiosity
Investigation
Discovery
Anticipation
Initiation
Persistence
	Pupils will demonstrate interest through:
Responsiveness
Curiosity
Investigation
Discovery
Anticipation
Initiation
Persistence
	Pupils will demonstrate emerging skills/interest in reading and writing activities. 


	Pupils will demonstrate interest through:
Responsiveness
Curiosity
Investigation
Discovery
Anticipation
Initiation
Persistence
	Pupils will progress through consecutive phonic phases at a consistent pace from ‘working on’ through ‘emerging’ to ‘achieved’


* At the moment, majority of pupils in Mandeville school are working within Phase 1 of phonics. A small number of Mandeville pupils are working within phonics Phase 2 and a couple of individual pupils have started to work on Phase 3.


5. Teaching and learning styles
Mandeville School uses a variety of teaching techniques and learning styles to engage the pupils in learning phonics and increase pupils’ attainment in reading, writing and communication. These include:
· Intensive interaction. The approach focuses on teaching the communication concepts and performances that precede speech development, though it may be used with people who have some speech and language development.
· Outdoors learning. It usually refers to organized learning that takes place in the outdoors. Outdoor education programs sometimes involve residential or journey wilderness-based experiences in which students participate in a variety of adventurous challenges and outdoor activities and group games.
· Write dance is an exciting music and dance approach to develop the skills needed for writing.
· ABA programmes. Individual reading, listening and speaking programmes.
· Play approach Key ways that young children learn include playing, being with other people, being active, exploring and new experiences, talking to themselves, communication with others, meeting physical and mental challenges, being shown how to do new things, practicing and repeating skills and having fun. The relationship between play and learning.
6. Involving parents
Mandeville School promotes parental involvement through:
· regular feedback in diaries;
· updates on IEP’s and individual programmes
· Parents’ Evenings
· Review meetings
· Phonics trainings
· Homework (where appropriate)
· Book exchange (sending books to read with pupils at home)
7. Assessment 

The assessment of phonics includes:
· ABA tracking sheets for phonics
· ABA tracking sheet for high frequency words
· Accidental learning data sheets
· Post its/everyday observation comments
· IEPs
· Learning Journeys 
· Review reports 
· Photographic and video records
· End of the term reports (Phonics Groups)
· Phase 1 tracking sheet (Phonics Groups)
· Phase 2 tracking sheet (Phonics Groups)
Please see the appendices for examples of assessment.
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